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The ninth issue of the ATN again covers 
a wide range of subjects both 
geographically and chronologically After 

the several issues with a bias on 
Mediterranean World and the Far East it is 
now the North Atlantic and Scandinavia which 
are back in focus The whaling stat1ons on 
Svalbard or Spitsbergen have supplied a rich 
collect1on of workmen s costumes of the 
17th-18th centuries Dutch Dan1sh and 
Norwegian expeditions have all been working 
here and this time the Norwegian team is 
reporting on recent finds Another North 
Atlantic s1te is the Orkneys where a 
Neolithic tomb containing textile rema<ns 
has been found Viking Age textiles on the 
Swedish island of Gotland is the subJect of 
another note Gotland situated 1n a 
strateg1c position 1n the Ba1t1c 1s 
Sweaen s richest archaeological f1eld 
Strangely enough Viking Age textiles from 
Gotland differ markedly from the 
contemporary Scandinavian materlal and 
Kathy Gow-Sjbblom s paper reflects on this 
feature and the reasons for it 

The Black Sea held an important position 
in the Ancient World so A TN warmly welcomes 
a note on textile ware pottery from what 
Classical scholars know as Colchis The 
Near East is well represented in this issue 
too with notes by A Sheffer on a 
surprisingly early group of cotton fabrics 
from Israel and two notes on textiles from 
the Nile Valley 

The ATN is printing it s first obituary 
Egon Hansen of Moesgaard Museum in Denmark 
died in September and thus will never see 
his long-expected book on his important work 
on tablet-woven braids Another 
distinguished textile scholar died this 
summer Agnes Geijer Sweden s grand old 
lady Her pupil and successor in Statens 
Hi st oriska Museum, Stockholm, Margaret ha 
Nockert has promised us an obituary for the 
next issue of the ATN 
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The Textile Society of America announces 
its 2nd symposium next year and among other 
items can be mentioned two young colleagues 
presenting their research projects and 
asking for help and advice 

ATN now also issues an occasional paper 
series The first volume < The A TN Guide to 
Structural Sewing

--
Terms-and Techniques by 

Anne Morrell> is now out <advertisement 
enclosed) a second is planned and subjects 
for further issues are called for 

A TN s extended bibliography this times 
gives an up-dated list of the works of the 
German scholar Klaus Tidow director of the 
Text i lmuseum NeumUnst er in West Germany 
reflecting his wide-ranging work on 
Prehistoric Medieval and Early Modern 
textiles Please remember that the library 
of the Textilmuseum is the closest thing we 
have to a repository library for 
archaeological textiles in Europe and send 
any offprints of your published papers to 
Textilmuseum NeumUnster PsrkstrsBfe 17 D-
2350 NeumUnster West Germsy It is in your 
own interest' You never know when you may 
need a certain obscure book or paper that 
your local library claims does not exist' 

This issue of the ATN is the first to 
carry photographs How do you like them? 
If you think they are sufficiently clear 
please don t hesitate to send on some with 
your next note for the ATN And this leads 
to the final editorial comment notes may be 
in English German or French with a maximum 
of 750 words on current research recent 
discoveries conferences <both to be and 
reports on those already held> queries 
etc The ATN is your newspaper on 
archaeological textiles - the more you use 
it the more you write for it the better 
for all of us 
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NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The Archaeological Textiles Newsletter 
aims to provide a source of information for 
those who are studying textiles primarily as 
archaeological objects Contributions to 
the Newsletter are welcome and should be in 
accordance with this concept 

Contributions can be in 
or French If necessary 
will be accepted but 
translated into English 

English German 
it ems in Russian 
these will be 

2 Contributions may include short (I> 
references to recently published books 
journals articles and to forthcoming 
exhibit ions sem1nars conferences special 
courses lectures etc information 
concerning work in progress <see note 3> 
and any queries concerning the study of 
archaeological textiles 

3 Work in Progress this is a general 
category which includes for example work 
on archaeological textiles from recent 
excavations or in museums Items in this 
section should contain information <if 
available> about the following where the 
textiles were found the relevant dates who 
excavated the site and when the range of 
textiles found who is responsible for the 
cataloguing of the textiles and where they 
are to be published These notes should not 
exceed a maximum of 750 per it em. Maps 
showing the position of the relevant sites 
would be greatly apprec1ated 

4 Line drawings will be considered but 
photographs cannot be accepted at present 

5 The editors reserve the right to suggest 
alterations in the wording of items sent for 
publication 

6 The deadline for contributions is the 
1st April and the 1st October for the May 
and November editions respectively 

The views expressed by the various 
authors are not necessarily those held by 
the editors 

LOGO 
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found at 

original 
who are 

The logo is taken from 
depiction on a Hallstatt urn 
Odenburg/Soporn Hungary The 
illustration shows three women 
spinning and weaving 
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OBITUARY 

In September 1989 Egon Hansen 
Prehistoric Museum of Moesgaard Denmark 
died at the age of 67 

Many archaeological textile speClalists 
met Egon Hansen at the NESAT meetings in 
Bergen 198� and York 1987 and found him 
a very pleasant and extremely competent 
expert especially on tablet-weaving 

Egon Hansen will be remembered at 
Moesgaard for starting and encourag1ng 
experimental archaeology Dur1ng the last 
decade he built a reconstruct1on section 
where with his craftsmanlike competence he 
was able to gain considerable knowledge of 
the production of prehistoric textiles 

Egon Hansen was an independent person 
who had an enormous capacity for working 
with theoretical problems 1n a practical 
way As a result the quality of his work 
on archaeological textiles was W1dely 
respected 

In a few months time his last and most 
important book about tablet weaving will be 
published an imposing work in wh1ch almost 
all known preh1storic tablet-woven textiles 
have been examined ana described This 
monumental work is a fitting rem1nder of 
Egon Hansen and we are deeply grateful for 
the work he accomplished in the field of 
pr�orrc �ex.rle� 

A Hedeager Madsen 
Prehistortc Museum of Moesgaard 
Denmark 

THE ATN OCCASIONAL PAPER SERIES 

The first ATN occasional paper is now 
out! It is a guide to constructional 
details and repairs i e seams hems 
button holes patching mending etc by 
Anne Morrell Dept of Textiles and Fashion 
Manchester Polytechnic England M13 9PL 
Copies are available from J P Wild 
Manchester Ancient Textile Unit Dept of 
Archaeology Manchester University 

Manchester England 
The normal price of the booklet is Dutch 

f1 19 50 <including postage and packaging> 
or the equivalent in pounds sterling 
Cheques or postal orders should be made out 
to either G M. Vogelsang <Dutch guilders) 
or Manchester Ancient Textile Unit <pounds 
sterling> 

Members of the ATN however are 
entitled to a reduction on the price Dutch 
fl 151 

The next occassional paper W1ll be on 
one of the few datable groups of Coptic 
tapestries namely the contents of a mid­
fourth century grave from Hawara Egypt 

If anyone has an idea for further items 
in the occasional papers series could they 
please contact G M Vogelsang-Eastwood 
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NOTES ON COTTON TEXTILES FOUND IN ISRAEL 

Among the most puzzling textile finds in 
Israel are cotton textiles and cotton 
threads 

Cotton fabrics found in earl1er 
excavations were aiscaraed on the assumption 
that they nad been left by the Bedouin who 
visited the site or the cave It was 
assumed that cotton was orought to Israel by 
tne Arabs in the 9th century A D 

The first cotton texttles known to be 
earlier than the 9th century were found in 
En-Boqeq [ 11 Cotton textlles were also 
found in a mass grave near Jericho The 
people buried there were lepers living in an 
1�olatea monastery They were probably 
k1lled and buried there during the Persian 
1nvas1on <7th century A D ) They were 
buried 1n the1r wnite clothes in the1r hand 
a rare flower Known to grow 1n Egypt One 
of the assumptions is that they came from 
Eth1op1a perhaps to be healed at the holy 
waters of the Jordan 

A str1k1ng find were two small textlie 
fragments in cotton from Masaaa <A D 70> 
The two pieces were woven in a aamask-sat1n 
technique This k1nd of weave 1s not known 
either in Europe or the Near East at such an 
early date The cotton textiles found 1n 
Nubia are mostly woven in simp!e techniques 
and most of them date to a later per1od 

The most puzzling of all the cotton 
finds is the spun threads found at Uza an 
!Srae!ite site in the Negev aating to the 
6th century B C Tne buna!e of tnreaas 
L t ig 1 J were found tnside an oven The 
colour of the threads 1s a purp!e rose 
They are oeautifully spun and twisted Each 
thread 1s about 5 - 10 em in length 

If anyone nas any 1nformation about 
cotton textiles of a sim1lar date then 
please contact Avigail Sheffer at the 
aadress given below 

A Sheffer 
Dept of Archaeology 
Tel Aviv University 
Ramat-Aviv 
69978 Tel-Aviv 
!Srael 

For further information about 
sites see A Sheffer ana T 

!srae! ATN 2 <1986) 5-8 

these 
Schtck 
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PREHISTORIC TEXTILES FROM TilE ORKNEY ISLANDS 

There has recently been an article in 
The Independent newspaper in England about 

some Cloth wh1ch has been found 1n a 
prehistoric burial near Kirkwall in the 
Orkney islands [ ll Accord1ng to the 
article the material in question is up to 
three square feet 1n size and dates to the 
second millennium B C at the earllest and 
possibly to the th1rd millennium B C There 
is some doubt about the date 

The textiles were found inside a tomb 
oiscovered by workmen in a sand quarry 20 km 
west of Kirkwall The cloth was probably 
used t-o hold cremated human remains It 
would appear that the burial was of a high­
status individual probably a tribal 
chiefta1n and possibly of colon1st people 
from southern Scandinavia or the Medi­
terranean The tomb is Without parallel in 
Britain as it was cut out of the solid rock 
1n the form of a pit 6ft deep lOft long and 
8ft Wide and was roofed With sandstone 
Inside there was a stone-sided coffin which 
was 6ft 2in long 3ft 6in Wide and 4ft high 
The only other rock-cut tomb known in 
Britain is also located in the Orkneys on 

the island of Hoy Other rock-cut tomb 
cultures are found outside Britain but the 
only Known examples With1n Europe are in 
southern Scandinavia <1500 B C ) and 
northern France and around the Medi-

terranean <from 3500 B C 
The 11.1rkwall rock tomb could date back 

5 000 years while the coffln and textiles 
could be from the same period or addea 1n a 
re-use of the tomb some 1 000 years later 
The rema1ns of flowers possibly part of a 
prehistoric wreath and a joint of meat were 
also found in the coffin 

The site is 0 5 km north of Britain s 
best preserved prehistoric village 5 000 
year old Skare Brae and may be connected 
Wlth it 

The above 1nformation is taken from D 
Keys art1cle in The Independent Friday 
21st July 1989 D Keys is the 
archaeology correspondent for the 
newspaper 

�ig Cotton threads from Tell-Uza 

-
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•TEXTILE WARE FROM THE EASTERN SHORE OF THE 
BLACK SEA 

Over the last fifty years or so very 
considerable archaeolog1cal effort has been 
devoted to the east ern coast of the Black 
Sea This area was called Colchis or Lazica 
by the ancients ana is now part of SoVlet 
Georgia in Transcaucasia Survey and 
excavation have revealed Late Bronze and 
Early Iron Age settlements closely-spaced 
along this coast which are termed 

settlements with textile ware and are 
mostly dated to the first half of the first 
millennium B C These sites run from Gagra 
in the north-east to Gonic in the south-east 
and may continue 1nto modern T-.Jrkey wher� 
work remains to be aone The vast majority 
of these settlements were situated on dunes 
hard by the sea shore though a very few are 
found a little inland Their beginning at 
Gagra coinc1des w1th the start of the 
dunes with wh1ch they are clearly linked 

The characteristic feature of these 
settlement-sites is a large quantity of very 
coarse pottery which seems to be briquetage 
generated by salt-proauct ion This pottery 
may be diviaed into two broad categories 
though there is substantial variation in 
shape and size both within and between 
sites First there are small pillars 
<known as rozhki. or hornlets > which are 
commonly some 20 em. high flat at one end 
and forked at the other Second there are 
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shallow rectangu1ar <so-called bath­
shaped ) vessels of some 30 em in length 
20 em. in wiath and 1-2 em. in thickness 
with a pronounced rim. Most scholars 
suppose that the p1llars were used to 
support the bath-shaped vessels in which 
salt was obtained through the boiling of 
evaporated sea-water These vessels were 
made with the help of textiles and are 
therefore termed textile ware 

The method employed for the production 
of these bath-shaped vessels seems to have 
been as follows A shallow pit was scooped 
out in the sand and lined with a piece of 
textile Low-grade clay containing much 
sand was then moulded to the shape of the 
lined pit and left to dry The coarse 
vessel was then removed bearing the 1mpr1nt 
of the textile The example here 
illustrated is typical and comes from a 
particularly extensive site in the region of 
mooern Ochamchira <ancient Gyenus> which is 
being destroyed by sand-quarrying Thanks 
to the British Academy and the helpful co­
operation of Soviet colleagues I have been 
able to visit this and other such sites in 
the area 

A large fragment of textile ware on 
permanent exhibition at the Djanashia State 
Historical Museum of Georgia in Tb1lisi is 
most unusual Th1s fragment is an 

Fig 2 Textile ware from the Black Sea 

5 



ATN no 9 1989 

espeClally thick example in which a p1ece 
of textile can be seen sandwiched between 
two layers of clay (fig 2> It is supposed 
that an extra piece of textile had been 
inserted to help to achieve the requ1red 
extr-a- t-trtdrness The -explanation 11;; 
uncertain but this example constitutes 
further eVldence of the use of textiles in 
the production of this type of pottery 

Production of th1s pottery ended sharply 
in the sixth century B C when settlements 
with text 11 e ware were abandoned The 
reasons are unc J. ear but it is tempting to 
connect this sudden change in centuries-old 
practice with the attested arrival of Greek 
colonists along this shore which began 
where textile ware stops - in the sixth 
century B C 

In fact the notably wet conditions of 
western Georgia have preserved actual 
fragments of textiles in a range of 
contexts These have been recorded by 
excavators out not conserved Large 

pyramiaicaJ. loom-weights are commonpJ.ace 
finas on most sites 1n Western Georg1a both 
on the coast ana on tne plain and foothills 
further inland Anc1ent literary sources -
notably Herodotus Xenophon and Strabo -
make it clear that the textile products of 
this area included high-quality goods 
traded and valued in the Mediterranean 
world flax providing at least some of the 
raw material 

D Braund 
Dept of Classics 
The University of Exeter 
Queen s Building 
The Queen s Drive 
Exeter EX4- 4-QH 
England 

G 

LOOMWEIGHTS? 

Two triangular objects were found while 
excavat1ng a miadle to late J.ron Age site 1n 
Kontich near Antwerp <Map 1a> One of these 
oojects is compJ.ete the other lS 
fragmentary They are ooth hanamade out of 
grey-orown clay They have one nole 1n tne 
centre and two noles in each of the sides 

S1m1lar ooJects are aescrioed from a few 
other excavat1ons for example in Getekend 
Zsnd Tien jssr srchseologisch onderzoek in 
Oss-Ussen'- They are aeser-1-bea- -as­
J.oomweights typ1cal for the southern part 
of The Netherlands in the late Iron Age and 
Roman Period [ 1l Sim1lar objects from tne 
Bavai Museum collection aating to the same 
period are also described as loomweights 
[ 2J 

We could not find in Marta lioffmann s 
The Warp-Weighted Loom informatlon about how 

or wny triangular weights with four holes 
could have been used 
Our questions are 

Is the object in question really a 
loomweight or does its use lie in a 
compJ.etely different direction for example 
a weight for a fishing net? 
- If it is a loomweight how can the holes 
in the sides be explained? 

Frieda Sorber and Hendrik Verbeeck 
TextieJ.museum Vrieselhof 
Schildesteenweg 79 
2331 Oelegem-Ranst 
Antwerpen 
Belgium 

W A B Van der Sanden and P W Van 
den Broeke Getekend Zand Tien jaar 
archaeologisch onderzoek in Oss-Ussen 
Bijdrsgen tot de studie van het 
Brsbsntse Heem, 31 (1987> 38 G J 
Verwers Das Kampsveld in Haps in 
Neoli th1kum Bronzezeit und Eisenzeit 
Analects Prsehistorics 
(1972) 117- 1 1 8  

Leidensis 

2 J -C Carmelex Fouilles et Etudes 
Archeologie et Pedsgogie Lycee de 
Bavai 1979-82 23 <unpublished) 



THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURY WHALING AGE ON 
SVALBARD 

The Conservancy for Svalbard and Jan 
Mayen University of Troms0 Norway is 
responsible for mapp1ng and investigating 
the cultural heritage of the Svalbard 
archipelago - also known as Spitsbergen -
located off the northern coast of Norway 
In connection w1th these activities 
conducted during the 1 985 and 1 986 field 
seasons eight graves were recovered from 
Likneset <The Dead Man s Point> on 
Smeerenburgfjorden which is situated off 
northwest West Spitsbergen 235 graves have 
been registered 1n th1s burial area making 
it the largest cemetery from the 1 7-18th 
century whaling period on Svalbard 

The recovered graves were all in danger 
of being swept away into the ocean as a 
result of the severe coastal erosion in this 
area In future field seasons it w1ll be 
necessary to rescue additional graves 

The excavated material has been 
transferred to the conservation laboratory 
at the lJniverstty of Tro111Sct -whue- 1t is 
being analysed Three graves were recovered 
as complete units Following analysis and 
conservation one of these Will be included 
in a new permanent exhibition currently 
under development at the Polar Museum 
Tromse This exhibiton Will present whaling 
on Svalbard during the 17th and 18th 
centuries 

All the graves recovered contain well­
preserved textile material of animal origin 
Knitted stockings and caps of wool - some 
machine knitted pillows filled with 
feathers and down wool jackets and shirts 
and two large wool blankets <2 0 x 3 0 m> 
In addition the material exh1bits a wealth 
of colour indicating the preservation of 
dyestuffs Through microscopic examination 
it has been possible to identify a 
considerable number of vegetable fibre 
textiles for example shirts trousers and 
blankets 

The textile material is presently dated 
to the turn of the 17th-18th century This 
corresponds to Phase 2 of whaling on 
Svalbard Phase 2 the pelagic whaling 
period occurred from the middle of the 17th 
century to the end of the 18th century 
Historical documents indicate that the 
individuals buried at Likneset were whalers 
from either the Hamburg area or one of the 
provinces of The Netherlands 

Analysis of the textiles continues 
Upon completion the results will be 
published in Acta Borealia <in English 
published by Tromse Museu� Tromse> and 
reported in a future number of the ATN 

Lars Vig Jansen 
Kulturvernet for Svalbard og Jan Mayen 
Universitetet i Tromse IMV 
N-9000 Tromse 
Norway 
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THE GOTLANDIC VIKING AGE TEXTILES AS A 
REFLECTION OF SOCIETY AND TRADE 
<Map 2> 

In connection With a graduate thesis an 
attempt was made in the spring of 1 989 to 
compile all the scattered information on the 
Gotlandic Viking Age textile finds 

Since both Birka and Got land were 
engaged in � rade with t-he same ma ie.rt ar e�s 
and s1nce fabric and dress played a central 
role in Viking Age trade a comparison was 
made between the Gotlandic material and the 
Birka finds 

Great discrepancies were noted Whereas 
70 graves y1elded flax 1n Birka only 2 
fragments have been unearthed on Gotland 
Although wool has been the most frequent raw 
material in both places the quality differs 
considerably Birks s fine worsted yarns 
were totally lacking on Gotland The thread 
count is considerably higher in Birks <24-60 
warp/ 1 2-20 weft threads and 11-22 warp/7-1 3 
weft threads> With a disproportion of the 
threads counts between the warp and weft 
systems This quality is lacking on 
Gotland where a well-balanced ratio <10-14 
warp/1 -12 weft threads> prevails The 
maJOrlty of textiles in Birka were woven in 
tabby <61k> followed by broken lozenge 
tWill <25k> Seventy-six percent of the 
Gotlandic fabrics were woven in 2/2 twill 
with z/z-spun yarns Birka s 2/2 twills 
were woven With z/s-spun yarns Birka s 
silk and fabric With gold and silver 
decoration are also lacking on Gotland 

Briefly it would appear that while the 
Birka finds reflect an up-and-coming upper 
class of merchants formed under the 
1nfluence of the Byzantine model for court 
and government classes with all pertain1ng 
symbols of office the Gotlandic finds seem 
to represent a well-to-do farming popu­
lation with an economy based on farming and 
cottage industries 

Hypothetical reasons for this divergence 

include different marketing methods insular 

conservatis� different political and 

thereby social -ties and different funerary 

traditions Even present-day flaws in 

research methods may result in distortions 

of the true picture 

K Gow Sj!Sblo� 
StabbgArdegatan 21 
620 12 Hemse 
Sweden 
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The Gotlandic Viking Age textiles 
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elephant and tree-of-life 
The drawings show the 

a simple rectangle with 

Resist-dyed textiles wtth an 
design from Quseir al-Qadim 
development of the design into 
upright line and paired crescets 
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Fig 4 The border design from the final 
pattern 
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RESIST DYED TEXTILES FROM QUSEIR AL-QADIM, 
EGYPT 

A large number of resist <block printed) 
textiles were ex�a�ateJ in the M�d4evsl 
Islamic levels at Quseir al-Qadim, Egypt 
Many of these would appear to have come from 
India They were all made from z/z spun 
cotton cloth Most of the examples were 
produced either in blue and natural or in 
red and natural and incorporate a wide 
variety of designs 

One particularly interesting group of 
block printed textiles includes in various 
combinations elephants <nat ural and light 
blue> a geometric pattern of curves and 
dots and a tree of life motif <fig 3> 
The latter design has a central stylised 
tree form, sometimes w1 t h branches flanked 
by two pairs of somewhat indistinct 
creatures An elephant and tree of life 
textile was published by R Pfister in Les 
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form of the tree-of-life 

t oi 1 es imprimees de Fost s t et 1 Hindoust sn 
in 1 938 It 1s clear from this example that 
the lower creature was a bird with long 
neck and tail <peacock?> The small animal 
above was described by Pfister as possibly 
being an antilope although it could equally 
be some other four legged creature [1) 

The same arrangement of stylised trees 
plus paired animals/birds has been found on 
other textiles from Quseir al-Qadim which 
vary quite considerably in quality and size 
This would suggest that several blocks were 
in use which were at different stages of 
wear and which had been copied from an 
original idea with varing degrees of 
accuracy This is not really surprising 
considering that the site was occupied for 
at least 200 years during the Islamic period 
and that the pattern may have been used 
throughout this t 1 me It should also be 
noted that three different sizes of the 

tree of life block have been found at the 
site namely 5 3-5 5 em, 6 0 em and 7 0-7 5 
em. 

In its final form the tree motif became 
a vertical line with the paired animals 
simply becoming two sets of crescents 
However the idea of the paired animals 
remains in the way the top crescents curve 
outwards while the lower set curves 
inwards Again this motif is found with a 
simplified design of the geometric crescent 
and dot form mentioned previously 

It has been possible to reconstruct a 
large section of the final form of the tree 
of life textile including part of a border 
(fig 4) If anyone has or knows �f 

fragments which would finish the pattern 
could they please let me have the details' 

G K Vogelsang-Eastwood 

R Pfister Les toiles imprimees de 
Fostst et 1 Hindoustsn Paris (1938) 
XXXV i 
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LATE MEDIEVAL TEXTILES FROM KULUBNARTI 
SUDAN <part 2> 

The 1 1  spec1mens of goat hair and 
poss1bly some camel wool are among the most 
interesting of the Kulubnarti collection 
All of the items are fragmentary out five 
can be recognized as strips of varying 
widths These were originally an1mal girths 
used for fastening a saddle around the 
belly or were used as other types of animal 
trappings Four pieces were prooably usea 
as rugs or heavy bags one fragment is too 
small to class1fy The original form of a 
f1nal specimen is a complete mystery 

The majority of the items in th1s class 
are of ve7 dark bro.l"l to black g.Jat na1r 
Three patterned specimens have the addition 
of white goat hair and one has undyed 
cotton yarn Goat hair of a medium brown 
color ana possibly camel wool occurs in 
three of the specimens 

The one common trait shared by all of 
these heavy textiles is that all of the 
yarns are Z-plied However the initial 
twist of the yarns is quite vanable some 
are s-tw1sted and some are z-twisted Many 
appear to have oeen simply groupea without 
any twist Most of the yarns are used as Z­
plies but in some specimens the plies have 
been twisted together in groups of 3 s and 
4 s 

There is a great deal of variety in the 
fabric structure of the goat hair items 
Five of the 11 are some form of plain weave 
Only 1 example has a balanced weave 2wp/3wf 
per em. 1t has been used as a patch on a 
fragment whicn is warp-faced 8wp12 5wf 
Two other specimens are similar Another 
warp-faced piece a strap 10 em w1de is 
maae with two weft threads in eacn shed 
Instead of being pairea and used as one the 
weft has been woven in opposite d1rect ions 
entering and leaving each shed on the 
opposite sides A weft loop is thus formed 
at each shed change on both selvedges 
instead of alternating sides This practice 
makes a strong tough edge important for a 
strap which is under a great deal of 
tension and may often be twisted A flnal 
plain weave specimen is weft-faced 
1 5wp/8wf 

Turning to other forms of interlacing 
one specimen has countered twining over 
pa1red warp threads Although very 
fragmentary now it appears that originally 
the warp threads were completely covered by 
the twinea weft threads Another specimen 
a strap has been plaited with 11 elements 
in 2/2 twill Each element is made of 4 Z­
plied yarns tw1sted together in tne s­
direction It 1s 6 em wiae the 1ncomplete 
length 1s 56 em 

A second strap is also plaited but uses 
a technique comp!etely different from the 
one just described The maker began w1 t h 
warp elements llned up s1de-by-s1ae The 
outer rlght-hand warp was then interlacea 
through tne rest of the warp tnreaas 1n 2/1 
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twul thus act 1ng as a weft \olnen lt 
reocnea the !ett eage t uecame o warp 
aga1n tak1ng 1ts place JUSt beyona ana 
oes1ae tne 1ast warp on tnat eage :acn 
ngnt-nana warp took 1ts turn as tne weft 
oecom1ng a warp aga1n on the left eage 
Th1s process 1s more complicatea to aescr1be 
than to ao it is so simple it must oe well 
known i have oeen unble to find a name for 
thls technique ana woula be grateful if 
someone couid supply it 

There are 2 examples of straps w1th 
patterns 1n 01ack and white These are 
fragments of the same type of an1mal girtn 
describe a by G M. Crowfoot [ 1 J They are 
ca 1 0  em w1ae and entirely warp-faced 
Complementary warps have been manipulated to 
form geometr1c designs The weaving 1s done 
1n such a way that the pattern appears 1n 

apposite colors on eacn s10e of the girth 
that is a wn1te area will be black on the 
reverse Squares ana triangles can be seen 
other patterns are not entireiy clear 
Several examp!es of th1s type of g1rth nave 
also been found at Qasr !brim L2l 

The final specimen is unlike anything I 
have seen Its incomplete measurements are 
38 x 20 em The top edge which is the only 
one intact is 20 em across and cons1sts of 
8 rows <2 em> of countered twin1ng over 
paired warps This border 1s followed by 5 
em of plain weave with paired warp and weft 
threads (basket weave) Below this the 
warps hang freely The fragmentary state of 
the piece has left the warp lengths 
irregular but the longest one is 3 1  em 

The ext raord1nary feature here is the 
decorative wrapping wh1ch is found on the 
warp threads At intervals each warp pair 
has been wrapped in colored wool yarn using 
a figure 8 conf1gurat1on Tne wrapped areas 
are no more than 1-1 5 em in each color 
wh1ch include red blue green yellow 
cream purple burgundy and medium brown 
The wrapped areas are s-spun wool There is 
no aiscernable pattern to the arrangement of 
wrapped and unwrapped areas nor can one be 
seen 1n the distribution of the colors The 
overail effect is that of a random mosaic of 
narrow coloured rectangles on a dark brown 
ground 

In its fragmentary state it 1s difficult 
to imagine what the original use of the 
specimen was In form 1t is most like the 
rahat the fringed leather apron worn by 
women and gir's 1uring the Ottoman perlt� in 
Nubia It is possible that this specimen 
was used in that way also in which case the 
long loose wraps were following a tradit1on 
going back to the Meroitic - X-Group period 
<ca A D 125-500) in Nubia At Qasr lbri� 

portions of kilts with very long fringes 
have been found and a woman wearing this 
same type of kilt is depicted on a bronze 
bowl from the Meroitic site of Karanog very 
close to Qasr lbr1m £33 

N K Adams 
Museum of Anthropology 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington KY 40506-0024 
USA 
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G M Crowfoot Kush IV (1956) 34-38 
Sudan Notes and Records XXXII ( 1951) 
71-76 
W Y Aaams Medieval Qasr Ibrim, 
chapters 10 Agriculture and 14 

Textiles <in preparation> 
D Randell-Maciver and C L Woolley 
Karanog the Romano-Nubian Cemetery Vol 
IV Philadelphia <1910) pl 27 

TEXTILES IN TRADE 

Textiles in Trade Will be the topic of 
the Textile Society of America s biennial 
symposium to be held September U 15 16 
1990 in Washington D C U S A The format 
Will include panels structured about a 
common theme independent research papers 
and short reports on research in progress 
In addition modest facilities will be 
available for visual present&tion or 
problems related to independent research 
projects to be presented in a poster board 
format If you would care to organize a 
panel or present a paper please submit a 
brief description to Dr Mattiebelle 
Gittinger The Textile Museum, 2320 S Street 
NW Washington D C 20008 U S A 

HEMP 

Recently a number of 9-8th century B C 
textile fragments from Deir Alla Jordan 
have been examined by Dr W D Cooke at the 
Manchester Ancient Textile Unit Much to 
everyone s surprise 1 t was discovered that 

they were not made of flax as first thought 
but of hemp The analysis of the textiles 
was carried out using both conventional 
microscopes and a scanning electron 
microscope 

Dr Cooke s discovery raises several 
questions notably when was hemp first 
used how much wool flax and hemp was used 
during the Bronze Age in Jordan and more 
worryingly how many textiles originally 
identified as being flax were actually made 
of hemp? 

The textile fragments plus photographs 
taken microscopically are currently on 
display in the Deir Alla exhibition 
Leiden The Netherlands The exhib1tion is 
open until the 7th January 1990 An 
exhibition catalogue <Dutch and English 
versions are available> contains further 
information about the site and the evidence 
for the production of textiles The 
catalogues cost Fl 24 95 and are obtainable 
from the Rijksmuseum van Oudheden Rapenburg 
28 Leiden The Netherlands 
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AN UNUSUAL WARP-WEIGliTED LOOM DESCRIBED IN 
NJAL S SAGA 

Njal s Sate is a late thirteenth century 
Icelandic saga It was based on historical 
events in Iceland some 300 years earlier 
The story describes a 50 year blood feud 

On the morning of Good Friday it 
happened in Caithness that a man called 
Dorrud went outside and saw twelve riders 
approach a woman s bower and disappear 
1nside He walked to the bower and peered 
through a Window inside he could see women 
with a loom set up before them Men s heads 
were used in place of weights and men s 
intestines for the weft and warp a sword 
served as the beater and the shuttle was an 
arrow And these were the verses they were 
chanting 

Blood rains 
From the cloudy web 
On the broad loom 
Of slaughter 
The web of man 
Grey as armour 
Is now being woven 
The Valkyries 
Will cross it 
With a crimson weft 

The warp is made 
Of human entrails 
Human heads 
Are used as weights 
The heddle-rods 
Are blood-wet spears 
The shafts are iron-bound 
And arrows are the shuttles 
With swords we Will weave 
This web of battle 

Njal s Saga chapter 157 
<Taken from M. Magnusson 
Njal s Saga Harmondsworth 

and H 
(1960) 

Palsson 
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WETLAND SITES TEXTILES AND CORDAGE 

I have JUSt completed my flnal year at 
Exeter University reading archaeology 
hav1ng stud1ed wetland archaeology under 
Mrs Bryony Coles and hope to go on to 
undertake postgraduate study tak1ng 
Preh1storic Textiles end Cordage from 
European Wetland Sites as my research topic 
I .!J.m to pursue new lues of appruac.r 
1ncluding environmental aspects such as t�e 
cult1vation and preparation of the raw 
materials as well as exam ning the 
aistribut1on of various types of evidence on 
var1ous levels per site ana oer period 
along with an assortment of comparative 
stud1es e g aecorative mot1fs shared w1th 
other artefact forms I also hope to 
unaertal<e some experimental work on 
processing weaving dyeing etc so as to 
comprehend more deeply the evidence itself 
Then finally I hope to view the evidence 
along broader lines as part of both 1ts 
chronological and technological framework 

I would be grateful if any fellow 
researchers could offer any help whether 1t 
be in the form of information advice or 
criticis� in any language 

Alyson Rogers 
Foxhills 
London Road 
Stroud Glos GL5 2AT 
England 

FLAX AND LINEN IN 
ARCHAEOLOGY OF BRITAIN 

THE PRE-MEDIEVAL 

I am currently researching the above 
subject and would be very grateful for any 
help advice or information from people 
whose work concerns this subject especially 
if they can contribute with respect to the 
following points 

People currently working on linen 
textile finds from Britain 

2 Anyone interested in or developing new 
approaches in methodology and/or theory 
with respect to linen and its 
production from any period and 
location European or Worldwide 

In addition to surveying the British 
evidence I am interested in comparing and 
contrasting methodological and theoretical 
approaches with respect to the recovered 
material between periods e g Neolithic as 
compared with Medieval Also to see how the 
British approach differs to non-British 
approaches and whether the British evidence 
could benefit from modern approaches 

Paul Bradley 
Dept of Archaeology and Prehistory 
University of Sheffield 
Western Bank Sheffield SlO 2TN 
England 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TEXTILES MEETING LEIDEN 

On Friday November 3rd 1989 an 
informal meeting was held at the Rijksmuseum 
van Oudheden Le1den for Dutch speaking 
members of the ATN and others interested in 
archaeological textiles Earlier this year 
in spring a questionnaire was sent to Dutch 
and Belgian readers to see if there would be 
enough support for the orgaization of such a 
meeting <ATN 8 1989> People responded 
enthusiastically to the idea Forty-five 
people from all over The Netherlands as well 
as from Flanders and even Scotland attended 
the gathering Besides ample time for 
valuable informal contacts and discussions 
seven lectures were given by the following 
Maarten Raven a general introduction to the 
text1le collection of the Rijksmuseum van 
Oudheden Jenny Barnett on the conservation 
of an Egypt1an fifth dynasty funerary dress 
Daniel De Jonghe on technological analysis 
of archaeological textiles <especially on 
weaving faults> Sandra Comis on recent 
research on the so-called veenmullll!lies from 
The Netherlands Philomeen van t Hoeft on 
iconographical research and Coptic textiles 
and problems with dating these Willeke 
Wendr1ch on the differences between weaving 
and basketry Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood on 
textiles from Egyptian excavations 

The various lectures clearly showed the 
variety in approach to the study of 
archaeological textiles During the day 
participants were offered the possibility to 
visit the current exhibition about the 
excavations at Deir Allah Jordan <ATN 8 
1989) In addition they could visit a 
special mini-exhibit ion visualizing several 
aspects of archaeological textiles such as 
general analysis fibres dyes tools uses 
and survival of cloth and iconographical 
studies 

The congress papers will be published in 
the annual museum bulletin A second 
congress in Leiden or at some other venue 
will be considered seriously in a year or 
two s time 

Ph van t Hoeft 



SPANISH-INFLUENCED COSTUME 

C Ollerhead has a particular interest 
in and Wishes to learn more about Spanish 
influenced fashions between 1500-1600 and 
would like to establish contact with a like 
interested party to discuss and learn about 
design cut and construction in this period 

of Molecular 
C Ollerhead 
Department 
Genetics 
College of 
University 
Ontario 

Biological Science 
of Guelph 

Canada N1G 2W1 

AWARD 

Biology and 

The Royal Ontario Museum <ROM> announces 
the annual VERONIKA GERVERS RESEARCH 
FELLOWSHIP IN COSTUME AND TEXTILE HISTORY of 
up to S9 000 <Can> to be awarded to a 
scholar working on any aspect of textile or 
costume history whose research makes direct 

use of or supports any part of the ROM 
collections that cover a broad range of time 
and geography For information contact 
Chair at the address given below 

Chair 
Veronika Gervers Memorial Fellowship 
Textile Department 
Royal Ontario Museu� 
100 Queen s Park 
Toronto 
Ontario 
Canada M5S 2C6 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Issue 7 of Dyes in History and 
Archaeology (formerly Dyes on Historical and 
Archaeological Textiles) is now available 1n 
a new type-set form 

This year s topics include notes on the 
history of kermes dyeing the analysis of 
madder and other red dyes dyes of the 
Viking Age contaminants in indigo dyeing 
clubmoss as a dye mordant the behaviour of 
early synthetic dyes The previous A4 size 
has been retained but a more up-market 
format (38 pages of type-set text 
illustrated With 18 line drawings and a 
cover photograph> has been adopted 

Copies may be obtained from the editor 
P Walton Textile Research 12 Bootham 
Terrace York Y03 7DH England 

Price £2 95 postage free within the UK 
<subscribers outside UK please add 50p> 

Cheques should be made payable to Dyes in 
History and Archaeology <Pounds sterling 
please'> or money may be transferred to 
DHA s Girobank account 63-935-5906 <Leeds) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

N K Adams Meroit ic 
examples from 
Meroitics 10 <1988> 

art and 
747-755 

high fashions 
archaeology 

B Acton Good breeding and clean linen 
Bulletin of the Costume Society of Scotland 
XXVIII <1987> 5-18 <The cleaning of 
garments in the 18th century> 

J Arnold Queen 
Unlock d Leeds (1988> 

Elizabeth s 
£75 00 

Wardrobe 

A Cambell Dixon Bearded like a pard 
Country Life CLXXXII (28 July 1988> 
<Beards in the late 16th and early 17th 

centuries> 

z Castro Curel Peines prehistoricos 
peninsulares 
(1988) 243-258 

Trabsjos de Prehistoris 45 

G Egan Leaden seals for textiles - some 
archaeological evidence relating to fabrics 
and trade Costume 23 (1989) 39-53 
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F Friedman 
Catalogue of 
Island School 
textiles <!35> 

1989 

<ed) Beyond 
an exhibition 
of Art (1989> 

the Pharaohs 
at the Rhode 

incl Coptic 

D From A perspective on embroidery In 
answer to Emery Ars Textrlna 6 <1986) 
105-114 

M Ginsburg Ladies court dress Economy 
and magnificence The Victoria and Albert 
Album, 5 <1988) 142-154 <Court mant uas of 
the 1720 s and 1740 s> 

H Granger-�aylor The weft-patterned silks 
and their braid The remains of an Anglo­
Saxon dalmatic of c BOO? in G Bonner 
D Rollason and C Stancl1ffe St Cuthbert 
his Cult and Community to AD 1200 
Woodbridge <1989) 303-327 

H Granger-Taylor The inscription on the 
Nature Goddess silk in G Bonner D 
Rollason and C Stancliffe St Cuthbert 
his Cult and Community to AD 1200 
Woodbridge (1989) 339-341 

W Groenman-van Waateringe Een pre-
historische schoen uit Klazienavereen 
Nieuwe Drentse Volksalmanak <1988> 34-38 

G Jenkins Felt hat making in Ceredigion 
Folk Life 26 (1987) 43-53 

Y Kazuko Etude chronologique 
soieries faconnees d Astana Bull 
Ancient Orient Museum Tokyo, VIII 

sur les 
of the 
<1986) 
with a 87-116 pls III-X <text in Japanese 

summary in French) 

D Kluge Mittelalterliche Trachtbestand­
teile Ausgrabungen in Minden MUnster 
<1987) 175-252 

D Lee Carroll Looms and Text i 1 es of the 
Copts First Millennium Egyptian Textiles in 
the Care Austin Rietz Collection of the 
California Academy of Science California 
Academy of Science <1988) 

A Noss With one foot in the Middle Ages 
Costume 23 (1989) 22-38 

J Peets Totenhandschuhe im Bestattungs-
brauchtum der Esten und anderer 
Ostseefinnen Fennoscandia archaeologica 
IV <1987> 105-116 

K Staniland Royal entry into the world 
in ed D Williams England in the 15th 
Century Proceedings of the 1986 Harlaxton 
Symposium <1987> 297-313 <Royal births and 
christenings in the early years of Henry 
VII s reign> 

A F Sutton And to be delivered to the 
Lord Richard Duke of York the other 
brother The Ricardian 8 no 100 (1988> 
<Evidence from the Great Wardrobe accounts 

for the clothes of Richard Duke of 
Gloucester in 1461-1465> 

14-

S Y Vons-Comis Een nieuwe reconstructie 
van de kled1ng van de Pr1nses van Zweeloo 
Nieuwe Drentse Volksalmanak <1988> 39-75 

G Wilhelm 
Zeit schri ft 
276-283 

Zu den WollmaBen in 
fUr Assyriologie 78 

Nuzi 
(1988) 

T Yamanobe Silk Road Textiles Fabrics 
from the Silk Road The Stein Collection at 

the National Museu� New Delhi Tokyo <1979 
in Japanese) 

J Zander-Seidel Der Teufel in Plunder-
hosen Waffen- und Kostumkunde, 29 0987> 
49-67 <Fashions for men known as 
Plunderhose in 16th century Europe> 

Dyes in History and Archaeology 7 <1988) 

D Cardon Mediterranean kermes and kermes­
dyeing 5-8 

M. C Whiting 
related dyes 

The analysis of madder and 
9-12 

H Schweppe Identification of red madder 
and insect dyes by thin-layer chromatography 
[abstract onl yJ 13 

P Walton Dyes of 
summary of recent work 

the Viking Age 
14-20 

a 

'-

S Grierson 
indigo dyeing 

Possible contaminants in 
21-24 

D G Duff and R S Sinclair The use of 
aluminium in clubmoss as a dye mordant 25-
32 

G W Taylor Natural testing of early 
synthetic dye1ngs 33-38 



EXTENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

K TIDOW 
<For works up to and including 1987 see 5 
ATN 14-15> 

Untersuchungen an spMtmittelalterlichen und 
frUhneuzeitlichen Gewebefunde aus Aus­
grabungen in Norddeutschland - Ein Ober­
blick Fasciculi Archaeologiae Historicae 
Fasc II <1987> 85-94 

Neue Erkenntnisse tiber frUhgeschichtliche 
WebstUhle WEBE MIT 4 <1987) 22-25 

Neue Funde von mittelalterlichen Woll­
geweben aus Norddeutschlands Archaeolo­
gical Textiles Report from the 2nd NESAT 
Symposium 1 4 V 1984 <Bergen) Copenhagen 
<1988) 197-210 

Book review 
Forhistoriske 

of L 
Textiler 

B Jergensen 
i Skandina vi en 

Prehistoric Scandinavian 
Pr�historische Zeitschrift 
216 

Textiles in 
63 <1988) 214-

Probleme bei der Untersuchung 
Konservierung 
Textilien aus 
Arbeitsbl�tter 
111-117 

und Magazinierung von 
Ausgrabungen in LUbeck 

fUr Restauratoren 2 (1988) 

Herstellung und Verbreitung von 
Gewebebindungen bei norddeutsche Wollgeweben 
des Mitt elalters auf grund von Neufunden 
LUbecker Schriften zur Arch/Jologie und 
Kulturgeschicht� 16 <1989> 335-345 

Der t echnische Wandel 1m Text ilgewerbe 
NeumUnsters zwischen 1765 und 1875 in J 
Br

_�
kstedt <ed) Gewerbliche Entwicklung in 

Schleswis-Holstein anderen norddeutschen 
Llindern und Dlinemark von der Mitt e des 18 
Jahrhunderts bis zum Obergang ins 
Kaiserreich NeumUnster <1989) 123-164 
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