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EDITORIAL

The areas of research covered in this
issue of the Archaeological Textiles
Newsletter vary considerably. There is a
survey of textiles which have recently been
found in Ireland. Further afield there is a
brief note about Meroitic and Roman finds
from the Sudanese site of Geili, and some
further information about the Pharaonic
Egyptian site of Tel el-'Amarna. In
addition to these notes about recent or
current excavations with textile finds,
there are also two contributions on clay
weights from archaeological sites which are
often described as ‘loom weights', plus a
note on the re-identification of a silk
textile from the Roman period which was
found at the Hungarian site of Sz6ny (Roman
Brigetio). These notes are followed by what
have become standard entries, namely
miscellaneous notes concerning forthcoming
courses, exhibitions, etc. and information
about recent theses which are relevant to
the study of archaeological textiles in
general.

The bibliographical references have been
expanded to a certain extent in this issue,
in that there 1is a translation of the
contents page from a recent book on costume
from the Soviet Union. Please note,
however, that although the chapter titles
have been given in English, they were
written in Russian. In addition to this
Russian work, there 1is also the recent
publications list, and several personal and
extended bibliographies. In this issue, the
works of Z. Castro Curel, M. Kostelnikovéa

and the late R. Pfister have been included.
If any one has either knowledge of a recent
work (post 1980), which could be included in
the ©bibliography or perhaps a personal
bibliography which they would like to be
included in a forthcoming issue of the ATN
we would be very pleased to receive it, but
please remember that we will only list
published works which are relevant to the
study of archaeological textiles. Should
anyone have anything which they feel would
be suitable for the ATN 5, please remember
that the deadline for that issue is 1st
October, 1987.

Could subscribers please check their

, addresses which are given in the List of

Subscribers. If any corrections are to be
made could you please send the relevant
information to G. M. Vogelsang-Eastwood at
the address given in the colophon.

Finally, subscriptions are once again
due! Members were warned in the last issue!
Ve have been forced to increase the
subsriptions due to the dropping value of
the pound, etc. The price of the ATN has
been raised to 15 Dutch guilders per year
(for two issues). The increase has been kept
to a minimum, and it is hoped that no
further rises will be necessary. Could
members please remember to pay in Dutch
guilders whenever possible. If this |is
really not feasible, then payment in the
equivalent in pounds sterling can be
arranged. Cheques in American dollars or
German marks cannot be accepted as we have
to pay $3 to cash a $4 cheque!
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EXHIBITIOES ETC.

St. Janhospital and Gruuthusemuseum, Bruges,
Belgium: Nasterpleces of ancient Bruges
tapestries. 25th June to 4th October 1987,
(catalogue available).

Musées Royaux d'Art et d'Histoire, Brussels,
Belgium: Tissus d'Or. Restauration de 4
chefs-d'oeuvre textiles de 1la Renalssance
(Exact dates unknown).

Musée de 1'Impression sur Etoffes, Mulhouse,
France: Coordonnées tissus 1mprimés paplers
pelnts 1480-1870. March 1987 to March 1988.

Statens Historiska Museum, Stockholm,
Sweden: arkebiskoparna Fra4n Bremen (textiles
from the tombs of various archbishops from
Bremen). (Exact dates unknown. Catalogue
available).

The Victoria and Albert Museum has now
reopened its Early Medieval Gallery, now
entitled the Nedieval Treasury. The per-
manent display includes Coptic textiles,
medieval silks and embroideries (up to the
14th century)
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FOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

The Archaeological Textiles Newsletter
aims to provide a source of information for
those who are studying textiles primarily as
Contributions to
the Newsletter are welcome, and should be in
accordance with this concept.

1. Contributions can be in English, German
or French. If necessary, items in Russian
will be accepted, but these will be
translated into English.

2. Contributions may include short (!)
references to recently published books,
Journals, articles and to forthcoming
exhibitions, seminars, conferences, special
courses, lectures etc., information
concerning work in progress (see note 3),
and any queries concerning the study of
archaeological textiles.

3 Vork in Progress: this 1is a general
category which includes, for example, work
on archaeological textiles from recent
excavations or in museums. Items in this
section should contain information (if
available) about the following: where the
textiles were found; the relevant dates; who
excavated the site and when; the range of
textiles found; who is responsible for the
cataloguing of the textiles and where they
are to be published. These notes should not
exceed a maximum of three hundred words per
item. Maps showing the position of the
relevant sites would be greatly appreciated.

4 Line drawings will be considered, but
photographs cannot be accepted at present.

5. The editors reserve the right to suggest
alterations in the wording of items sent for
publication.

6. The deadline for contributions is the
lst April and the 1st October, for the May
and November editions respectively.

LOGO

The logo 1is taken from the famous
depiction on a Hallstatt wurn, found at
Odenburg/Soporn, Hungary. The original
illustration shows three women who are
spinning and weaving.
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Cork: Excavations in Cork City were carried
out in 1973-76 by Dermot Twohig and in 1984-
85 by Maurice Hurley. The work uncovered
details of 13th century city walls and
houses. Organic material including leather
shoes, and mch pottery and bones was
recovered from pits and yards running down
to the river behind the houses. Textile
finds include wool twills dyed with madder,
but full analysis of the textiles is not
complete. A report on Grand Parade I by M.
Hurley, "Excavations of part of the Medieval
City Vall at Grand Parade Cork", appeared in
the Journal of the Cork Archaeological
Society, XC, no. 249 (1985-6), 65-90, and an
appendix on three textiles is included.

Dublin: Ten Hiberno-Norse habitation sites
at Fishamble Street and a further dwelling
at St. John's Lane were excavated by Dr.
Patrick Vallace of the National Museum of
Ireland between 1975-1981. Major textile
finds totalling almost 2,000 pieces were
recovered and are being analysed by Frances
Pritchard of the Museum of London. A
discussion of silk textiles, including gold
and silver braids from Dublin was undertaken
by Frances Pritchard at the Bergen Symposium
in 1984. 65 pieces were analysed by Libby
Heckett who reported that kerchiefs and caps
of silk and wool tabby cloth were among the
remains. Full publication of the textile
analyses will be included in the volumes to
be published in the near future by the Royal
Irish Academy. A preliminary account of the
excavations by Dr. Vallace is included in
BAR International 255, Clark H. and Simms,
A. (ed.), The Comparative History of Urban
Origins in Non-Roman Kurope, entitled "The
Archaeology of Viking Dublin", pages 103-
145, Oxford (1985).

In 1985-86 there were excavations in
Dublin Castle Yard by Dr. Ann Lynch and Mr.
Corn Manning of the Office of Public Vorks,
revealing the corner towers of the 13th
century Norman castle built on the order of
King Jobhn of England by the Anglo-Norman
intruders into the Hiberno-Forse town. In
some parts of the Castle yard there were
signs of prior Hiberno-Norse houses and a
few textiles were recovered from these and
await analysis.

Drogheda: Excavations at James Street,
Drogheda took place in 1982 wunder the
direction of Kieran Cambell. Three textiles
were found in a refuse dump associated with
a 16th century house. Finds representing
luxury pottery goods were recovered and one
textile, baving been dyed with kermes,
reflects these high 1living standard. A
report is forthcoming on the site which will
include an appendix on the textiles.

Moynagh Lough, Co. Meath: This crannog or
artificial island site has been excavated by
John Bradley from 1981-1986. A habitation
site of the Early Christian period overlay
some remains of Bronze Age activity. Four
textiles were recovered from the Early
Christian levels and await conservation and
analysis.

L. Heckett,
Ballymore House,
Cobh,

Co. Cork,
Ireland.

MOYNACH LOUGH ,

DROGHEDA

DUBLIN

Map 1 Textile Findspots in Ireland
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TEL EL-'AMARNA

GEILI e

TEL EL-'ANAREA, 1087
(Map 2)

During the month of January, 1987, I
was able to work at the Upper Egyptian site
of Tel el-'Amarna and finish the recording
of the textiles from the Vorkmen's Village
(see ATN, 1 1985, 8). The Village is an
unusual site in that it was only occupied
for about 25 years between c. 1375-1350 B.C.
(the precise dates are not known). The
occupants of the Village were the workmen
and artists who produced the city of
Akhetaten ("The Horizon of the Aten"), which
was specially created by the ‘heretic'
pharaoh, Akhenaten.

Since 1979 a team of archaeologists,
under the direction of B. Kemp for the Egypt
Exploration Society (E.E.S.), bhas been
working at the site. During the course of
these excavations a large quantity of cloth
was found in the Chapel and zir areas. The
latter region is made up of a series of

Map 2 Textile Findspots in Egypt and The Sudan

large pits which were filled with household
rubbish.

Approximately 5000 textiles bhave been
recorded from this site. The vast majority
are made from flax, s-spun, and woven in a
tabby weave. Some large fragments have been
found (c. 50 x S50 cm), but many of the
pleces are less than 10 cm in size. In
addition to the flax textiles a number of
textiles in wool bhave also been recorded.
Some of these pieces are very coarse, but
there are also some extremely fine examples,
both in terms of the weave and the
appearance of the cloth. The fibre diameter
measurements suggest that most of the wool
textiles were of the hairy medium to hairy
form, but it should be stressed that these
results are still tentative as the work has
not been completed.

A small number of the flax textiles were
coloured. The dyes have been analysed by G.
V. Taylor and have proved to be:
reds: madder (Rubila tinctorum} and ocherous
earth
blues: indigotin
purple: madder and indigotin

In addition to small fragments of cloth,
a number of garment pieces and complete
objects have been found. The garment pieces
include parts of numerous loin cloths, long
and short sleeves, and neck openings for
tunics. The complete objects include lamp
wicks, cloth rings, spice/herb bags, plus
one small bag which may have been used in
some form of domestic magic (this point is
still tentative).

A number of objects have also been found
which are related to the production of
textiles, namely, bronze/copper needles and
wooden spindles and whorls (with owner's
marks cut into the sides of the whorls).

All the textiles referred to in this
brief report are now housed in the finds
magazine at Tel el-'Amarna.

It is intended that all the textiles and
related objects will be written up in a
separate monograph in the Amarna Reports
series which 1is published by the Egypt
Exploration Society.

Gillian M. Vogelsang-Eastwood.
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Site Dates Excavators Textile
Specialist
Ireland (Map 1)
Cork Medieval M. Hurley L. Heckett
urban Dept. of Archaeology
Univeristy College
Cork, Ireland
Cork Medieval D. Twohig R. C. Janaway
urban Kinsale, Co. Cork
Ireland
Drogheda 16th century K. Campbell L. Heckett
urban 6 St. Ultams
Laytown, Drogheda
C. Louth, Ireland
Dublin Hiberno-Norse P. WVallace F. Pritchard

Fishamble St/
St. John's Lane

Dublin Castle

Moynagh Lough
artifical
island

Egypt (Map 2)

Tel el-'Amarna
urban
(Map 00>

The Sudan (Map 2)

Geili
cemetery
(Map 00)

(10-11th cent.
A.D.)

Hiberno-Norse

Early Christian
(5-12th cent.
A.D.)

18th Dynasty
(c. 1370 B.C.)

Meroitic and
Early Christian

(8th cent. B.C -

c. 10th cent.
A.D.)

National Museum of
Ireland, Merrion Row
Dublin, Ireland

A. Lynch and

C. Manning

Office of Public Vorks
St. Stephen's Green
Dublin 2, Ireland

J. Bradley

Urban Archaeology

86 St. Stephen's Green
Dublin 2, Ireland

B. Kemp
Faculty of Oriental

Studies, Sidgewick Ave.

Cambridge, England

I. Caneva

Dipt. di Scienze dell
‘antichita, Universita
di Roma,
Rome, Italy.

L. Heckett

L. Heckett

G. M. Vogel-
sang-Eastwood

Via Palestro 63,
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TEXTILES FRON SOUTHERN NUBIA
(Map 2)

A number of textiles have been found at
the Sudanese site of Geili (near Khartoum),
in the |Meroitic and Christian graves
discovered by the Italian Mission for
Prehistoric Research in Egypt and the Sudan.
The textiles were found in a number of
simple pit graves, all with east-west
orientation, which were barely big enough
for the body. In three cases, however,
fabric fragments were found associated with
the Meroitic (between 8th century B.C. and
the 4th century A.D.) contracted burials,
while parts of fringed textiles, apparently
belonging to mantles or shawls, were found
wrapped around the body of thirteen extended
burials which are probably Christian.

There are 16 textile fragments and the
preliminary tests indicate that there were
eleven textiles made from coarse sheep's
wool or goathair, two textiles from cotton,
two from Aloe ferox (a wild plant growing in
the semi-arid belt of Africa), and finally,
one sample which may have been obtained from
the seeds of the Baobab tree. The Meroitic
samples were made from the vegetable fibres,
while the Christian samples were made from
sheep's wool/goat hair. In contrast to
textiles from other Nubian sites, camel hair
textiles do not occur.

The fabrics were apparently undyed, with
the designs being obtained by combing fibres
of different, natural colours. Both s and
z-spun threads were found in this group of
textiles. All the textiles had been woven
in a tabby weave.

The fragments of the woollen textiles
were bigger than the vegetable specimens,
but they were not large enough for one to
deduce the width of the loom. The most
simple fringed edge occurred in the five
cases in which the edge was present. It
consisted of unlooped, z-twisted groups of
six warp threads, a type which 1is also
common in Late Nubian textiles (type BI of
Bergman's catalogue), as it is all over the
world. Vhen present, the selvedge was of
one type omnly, unknown in Nubia, obtained by
making two extra turns of the weft
helicoidally around two reinforcing cords.
No hems or seams have been found amongst any
of the textile fragments.

The Meroitic textiles are too small to
give any information concerning the original
appearance of the cloth, their function, or
position in the grave. The fabric from the
Christian graves was probably used for
mantles, or shawls, and then for funerary
wrappings.

The textilee do not appear to have been
imported. The poor quality of the spinning
and weaving seems to point towards a poor
community which was not involved in the
production or trading of luxury objects.

I. Bergman, Late Nublan Textiles, (1975),
50, Stockholm,

I. Caneva,

Dipartimento di scienze dell‘antichita,
Universita di Roma "La Sapienza",

Sez. Paletnologia:

Via Palestro, 63,

00185 Rome,

Italy.

A 371 DAMASK TVILL SILK FRON LATE RONAN
BRIGETIO

In the Magyar Nemzeti Museum of Budapest
are kept the textile remains from some Late
Roman graves from Brigetio, nowadays Szony.
The textiles were published in 1965 by M.
Hajnal. In March 1987 I had the opportunity
of examining the fabrics in question, and it
became clear that a piece which Hajnal
described as being a silk of tight texture,
with a pattern in 'zig-zag streak weaving',
is in fact a sample of the 3/1 damask twill
silk. This type of weave has recently have
been researched by J. P. Vild (1970, 51ff;
1084), and D. De Jonghe and M. Tavernier
(1977/78).

The Brigetio silk remains may derive
from more than one cloth: some fragments
seem to have been woven of unspun yarn in
both systems, others have a z-spun warp, but
unspun weft. Counts of 40/38, 38/30, 40/30
and 45/40 have been measured. Traces of
colour are still visible on the silk
fragments: M. Hajnal has suggested that they
have been dyed with Polish cochineal
(Margarodes polonicus).

L. Bender Jergensen

References:

M. Hajnal (1965): "Textiles from the Graves
of Late Roman Brigetio®, Acta Antiqua,
Academiae  Sclentiarum  Hungaricae, XIII
(1965), 259-266.

D. De Jonghe and N. Tavernier (1977/78):
“Die spatantiken Koper 4-Damaste aus dem
Sarg des Bischofs Paulinus in der Krypta der
St. Paulinus-Kirche zu Trier", Trierer
Zeltschrift, 40/41 (1977/78), 145-174.

J. P. Wild (1970): Textile Manufacture in
the Northern Roman Provinces, Cambridge.

J. P. Vild (1984): "Some early silk finds in
Northwest Europe", The Textile Nuseum
Journal, 23 (1984), 17-24.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CLAY VEIGHTS

It is commonly supposed that the various
pierced clay weights which occasionally
appear in diverse cultural prehistorics
settlements are related to looms. Some
textile scholars and archaeologists,
however, acknowledge the discrepancy between
the normally small number of weights and
the substantial number needed for the
stretching of warp yarns when plain or
patterned fabrics are woven cn warp-weighted
looms.

In  methodically excavated large
settlements - where spindle whorls attest to
the activity of spinning - the absence of
clay weights has led to the consideration of
other prehistoric weaving techniques.

Archaeological studies reveal the
inappropriate spatial location of scattered

or clustered groups of weights - often
crudely made, yet interspersed with finely
executed ceramics - in several sites, the

concurrent heterogeneous distinctive shapes,
variable tempers, surface treatments and
number of perforations. Principally, the
striking variance in weight of each of the
specimens in the assemblages is in
disagreement with what is technically
required of an even warp temsion, and with
the assumed concept of ‘“"sets of loom
weights". Equally strange is the presence
of weights in dwellings, but their absence
from coeval burials where spindle whorls
were furnished as grave goods. By
inference, this would suggest that the two

types of objects were not ideologically
linked.
Until further stratigraphical excava-

tions and systematic quantitative recordings
provide the precise find circumstances it
seems more appropriate to continue using the
Latin denomination of pondus (sing.) or
pondera (pl.) that archaeologists frequently
give to these controversial prehistoric
artefacts.

Z. Castro Curel,
Bori Fontesta 23,
08021 Barcelona,
Spain.

———— 15— —"

LUBECK-PROJECT '88

In dem ATN, no. 3, 1986, S.3, wurde ein
Arbeitsprojekt des Textilmuseums in
Feumiinster vorgestellt, welches sich mit den
Textilfunden aus den Grabungen der
Hansestadt Liibeck befaBt. Dabei unterlief
leider ein bibliographischer Fehler; Dieser
sei im folgenden Dberichtigt, und die
bibliographischen Angaben  werden  dabei
erweitert.

Die textilen Funde aus den Altstadt-

grabungen Liibecks werden kontinuierlich
veréffentlicht in den "Libecker Schriften
zur Archaologie und Kulturgeschichte"

(abgekiirzt: LSAK). Die einzelnen Vercffent-
lichungen, vorgelegt von Klaus Tidow, finden
sich in folgenden Banden der LSAK:

Bd. 1, 1978, S. 133-138 (zusammen mit
Rudolf Ullemeyer) und S.139-157.

Bd. 3, 1980, S. 183-192.

Bd. 4, 1980, S. 163-168.

Bd. 6, 1982, S. 115-122.

Bd. 8, 1984, S. 33-40.
Bd. 12, 1986, S. 123-129; 173-182 und
183-189.

Fir die 1987 ff. folgenden Bande von LSAK
liegen Manuskripte zum Druck vor oder werden
derzeit vorbereitet.

Zusammenfassende Darstellungen bisher:
LSAK 4, 1980, S. 163-168 und in: Archdologie
in Libeck. Erkenntnisse von Archiaeologie
und Bauforschung zur Geschichte und
Vorgeschichte der Hansestadt (= Hefte zur
Kunst und Kulturgeschichte der Hansestadt
Libeck 3), Libeck 1980, S.117-120.

Klaus Tidow,
Textilmuseum Neumiinster,
ParkstraBe 17,

D-2350 Neuminster,

V. Germany.

---------------------lIII
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HANDSPINNING AND VEAVING EXHIBITION

The European Centre for Folk Studies is
preparing an exhibition on handspinning and
weaving throughout Europe from the neolithic
to the present day. Ve would like
photographs or information on archaeological
finds related to textile from who ever might
be able to help. As soon as possible,
please!

The exhibition will be open to the
public between September and mid-October.
It will be then available for tour in Europe
from VNovember onwards. If anybody is
interested in bhaving this exhibition could

they please get in contact with Louise Jomnes
at the address given below. )

Louise Jones,
Senior Researcher,

European Centre for Folk Studies.
Parade Street,

Llangollen,
Clwyd, LL20 8RB,
Vales, U. K.
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THE BETVORK

Susan S. Bean of the Peabody Museum,
Salem,, U.S.A. 1is compiling a register of
people who are involved in the history of
textiles. The register 1is called: The
Network: an International Directory of
Textile Scholars, and so far there are over
250 members. Anyone who is interested in
being included in this work should submit
their name, address and research interests
to S. Bean at the address given below.

The establishment of The Network was
supported by the Wenner-Gren Foundation for
Anthropological Research, but its
continuation is dependent upon the Museum.
The cost of copying and mailing The Network
is U.S. $3.50 (by surface mail overseas).
Copies can be obtained by sending S. Bean a
cheque - for U.S. $3.50 (or the equivalent
in your local currency). The cheque should
be made payable to the Peabody Museum of
Salem.

S. S. Bean,

Curator of Ethnology,
Peabody Museum,

East India Square,
Salem,

Massachusetts 01970,
U.S.A.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL TEXTILES AND THEIR CONSER-
VATION

FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS

Papers are invited for a conference at
York in Spring 1988 on archaeological
textiles and their conservation. Papers on
specific topics such as lifting, cleaning,
consolidation, mounting and storage, as well
as case studies of particular textiles are
welcomed. The conference will cover the
history of textile manufacture and the study
and conservation of their archaeological
remains.

It is intended that this day of lectures
will be preceded by a day of intensive
practical sessions for a limited number of
participants, covering aspects of textile
production, dyeing, fibre identification,
textile recording, and textile comnservation.

Abstracts of papers for 20 and 10 minute
contributions should be sent to Sonia
O'Conner (at the address given below), by
whom further information will be made
available in due course.

Sonia O'Conner

YAT, Conservation Laboratories,
Galmanhoe Lane,

Marygate, York,

England, Y03 7DZ

THE 1987 NESAT NEETING IN YORK

The Third Symposium for Archaeological
Textiles met for four days at York in May
1087.

Thanks to the efforts and organizing
talents of Penelope WValton and John Peter
Wild the symposium was a great success. And
as the York Archaeological Trust acted as
“fairy godmother" we were both
archaeologically and gastronomically very
well fed.

The lectures were presented in
chronological order, from Mesolithic
nidlebinding to knitted stockings from a
royal burial in Roskilde Cahtedral, and 17th
century garments from Svalbard.
Geographically the lectures covered areas
from Svalbard and Norway to Spain, and from
Poland to Ireland.

The themes covered spinning and weaving,
embroidery, ndlebinding, dyes and basketry.

Two small exhibitions in the King's
Manor, where the lectures took place, dealt
with modern copies of prehistoric clothes
(Lejre, Denmark), and plant dyes
(beautifully set up by Su Grierson).

A visit to the Yorvik Viking Centre and
the Mansion House made the great impression
on us all. The last afternoon Penelope
Valton kindly showed us the laboratory of
the York Archaeological Trust where she had
put on show a selection of textiles for
closer examination.

Four most successful days - both
archaeologically and socially - which will
not be easily forgotten by the participants
of the symposium.

Elisabeth Munksgaard, M.A.,

Asst. Keepter, Prehistoric Dept.,
The Danish National Museum.
Copenhagen, Denmark.
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RECENT THESES

K. S. Brown, The Question of Near Eastern
Textile Decoration of the Farly First
Nillennium B.C. as a Source for Greek Vase
Painting of the Orientalizing Style, Ph.D.
thesis, University of Pennsylvania (1980).

S. Bittner, Tracht und Bewaffnung des
persischen Heeres zur Zeit der Achalmeniden,
Ph.D. thesis, Ludwig-Maximilian Universitat,
Munich (1985). ISBN 3-9800481-6-1.-

C. van Driel, Studies in Leatherwork "from
Roman Archaeological Sites in North Western
Europe, Ph.D. thesis, University of
Amsterdam (1987).
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R. Hall, "'Crimpled' garments: A mode of
dinner dress", Discussions 1n Egyptology, 5
(1986), 37-46.
L. Hillyer, "Conservation of a group of
mummy cloth from Roman Egypt", Studies in
Conservation, 29 (1982), 7-34.
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